
MAYFLOWER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

A SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP
Sunday, December 7, 2025, 10:30 a.m.

Second Sunday of Advent
Communion Sunday

Welcome and Greeting - Pastor Mark

Prelude:  "Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming" (arr. Richard Walters) - Michael/DeeAnn

Opening Sentences - Tom

Hymn 84:  "Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People" - DeeAnn et al.

Opening Prayer - Tom

Lighting of the Advent Candles:  The Candle of Peace - Pastor Margery and Michael

Anthem:  "Some Children See Him" (Wilha Hutson and Alfred Burt) - Barb/DeeAnn/Marsha/Choir

Giving and Receiving of Our Gifts - Pastor Mark
Doxology (Hymn 563) - DeeAnn et al.

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (using debts and debtors) - Pastor Mark

Gospel Reading:  Matthew 3:1-12 - Rachel
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven has come near.’  This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, ‘The voice of one
crying out in the wilderness:  “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” ’  Now John wore clothing
of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey.  Then the people
of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming
for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers!  Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  Bear fruit
worthy of repentance.  Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you,
God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.  Even now the axe is lying at the root of the
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  ‘I baptize you with
water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his
sandals.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will clear
his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’

Sermon:  "CONFUSING IMAGES" - Pastor Mark

Observance of Holy Communion - Pastor Mark, Pastor Margery, Pastor Rachel

Hymn 86:  "Like a Child" - DeeAnn et al.

Benediction - Pastor Mark

Benediction Response 294 (v. 5):  "God Binds Us With a Mighty Cord" - DeeAnn et al.
For God maintains no border lines, to limit each one’s place, but cherishes a grand design, transcending nation,
race.  All life comes from this holy source, one God through time and space; one Author, who alone brings forth
lives drawn in lines of grace.

Greet One Another - All

Participants:  Rev. Mark and DeeAnn McCormick, Barb Fuller, Rev. Margery Briggs, Michael Judd,
Tom Cornell, Rachel Gehres, Chancel Choir, Marsha Hacker










